UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
DI STRI CT OF CONNECTI CUT
ROBERT JACKSOQN,
Pl aintiff,
: PRI SONER
V. . 3:00-CV-904( RNO)

WATERBURY POLI CE DEP T,
ET AL.,

Def endant s.

RULI NG AND ORDER

Treating plaintiff’s notion for reconsideration (Doc. # 55)
as a notion to reopen the judgnent, the notion is denied for
substantially the reasons stated by defendants in their
menor andum i n opposition (Doc. # 56).

Plaintiff filed this action in May 2000, alleging that he
was subjected to a vicious assault by the defendants in February
1999. The case essentially | anguished for years. Finally, on
March 15, 2004, the action was dism ssed, prinmarily because
plaintiff had failed to attend his deposition as duly noticed and
ordered, despite repeated attenpts by defense counsel to get his
cooper ati on.

In his nmotion for reconsideration, which was filed on June
14, 2004, plaintiff states that, for “several nonths” preceding
the filing of the notion, he was incarcerated, had no contact
with his famly, and got no mail. This provides no basis for

reopeni ng because, as defendants correctly point out, it does not



explain plaintiff’'s persistent failure to respond to
communi cations from defense counsel (and the court) before then,
which is what resulted in the di sm ssal

Plaintiff states that he has tried to obtain counsel and
t hat such representation is now possible. But he provides no
letter or other statenment froma |lawer stating that if the case
is reopened the |lawer will appear. In the absence of such
evi dence, the court has no assurance that reopening the case
Will result inits prosecution to a decision on the nerits.

Accordingly, the notion is hereby denied w thout prejudice.
If in fact plaintiff does have a |l awer, or is able to retain
one, the court will consider a renewed notion to reopen the case,
provi ded the | awer enters an appearance for plaintiff and files
the notion on plaintiff’s behalf or before Decenber 31, 2004.
O herwi se, the case will not be reopened.

So order ed.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 25th day of Novenber

2004.

Robert N. Chatigny
United States District Judge



