UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT

IN RE:

COURT OPERATIONS UNDER THE EXIGENT
CIRCUMSTANCES CREATED BY COVID-19

GENERAL ORDER

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has declared a national emergency, and

the Governor of the State of Connecticut has declared a public health emergency throughout the

State:

WHEREAS, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has advised people to

take precautions against the COVID-19 virus (coronavirus) outbreak, including social distancing

and the wearing of masks and other cloth face coverings in public settings where social

distancing measures are difficult to maintain; AND

WHEREAS, the Court continues to review its operations to identify measures that will

help slow the spread of the virus by minimizing contact between persons, while at the same time

preserving its core mission of serving the public through the fair and impartial administration of

justice

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, effective June 16, 2020, and until further order, that:

1) Beginning June 16, 2020, individual judges will determine, after giving due

consideration to the public health risks presented by in-court appearances, whether it
is in the interests of justice to hold any non-jury civil or criminal proceeding in the
courtroom. A judge presiding over a case may decide to hold a proceeding in the
courtroom, to hold the proceeding over video or telephone, or to hold a “hybrid”
proceeding in which the number of persons in the courtroom is limited while other
persons participate or observe remotely via video or telephone. In all cases, judges
will notify the parties through the CM/ECF system whether, and to what extent, a
proceeding will be held in the courtroom. Jury trials will continue to be governed by

this Court’s General Order dated May 19, 2020.










